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It is for freedom that Christ has set 
us free.  Stand firm, then, and do 
not let yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery.  You, 
my brothers and sisters, were 
called to be free.  But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the 
flesh; rather, serve one 

another humbly in love.  For the entire law is fulfilled in 
keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  
If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be 
destroyed by each other.  So I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For the flesh 
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the flesh.  They are in conflict with each other, so 
that you are not to do whatever you want.  But if you are led 
by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  Galatians 5:1, 13-18 

 

As we approach Independence Day it is a good time to 

consider our freedom in Christ.  Lately, I’ve been struck by 

how much the concept of freedom has changed in our 

country and the ways it impacts the Church.  The classic idea 

of freedom was to know the release from oppression or 

unlawful restriction and to have the right to pursue a noble life 

in light of communally accepted moral values.  The modern 

idea of freedom is to see everything that disagrees or inhibits 

my personal beliefs about life as being restrictive and 

judgmental of me and my liberty.  Freedom today has little 

time for outside perspective or differing community values.  

This inevitably finds a path into the Church one way or 

another.  

 

Paul wrote to the Galatians about real freedom in Jesus 

Christ.  He defined it and warned them of two pitfalls.  First, 

he tells them the way towards freedom from sin and the 

constant pressure to be good enough is faith in Christ.  He 

makes it very clear that every person stands incapable of 

finding freedom on their own.  We have the tendency in 

society to make more laws and rules as a way to improve 

behavior or prevent problems, but it doesn’t and can’t 

address the inward transformation that is necessary.  There 

was movement in Galatia towards having Gentiles 

circumcised as a way to certify their inclusion in the Christian 

Church.  Paul saw this would lead … (continued on back ) 

  

 

 
  1 – Bonnie  
        McClymonds 
  5 – Lee Holsinger 
11 – Madelyn Parson 
12 – Adeline Lasko 
17 – Hunter Kline 
18 – Nancy Rodgers 
21 – Mat Harrison 
22 – Brian Lasko 
22 – John Magee 
25 – Xander Twentier 
29 – Jesiah Keeley 
 

 

 

  4 – Austin & Sammie  
        Beachem 
10 – Paul & Sherry   
        Magee 
14 – Ed & Sue  
        O’Donnell 
17 – Tom & Sue Moore 
26 – Gary & Diane  
        Clouse 
27 – Brian & Crystal  
        Lasko 

 

 

 
  4 – Independence Day 

10 – Session meeting, 12:00pm 

17 – Nominating Committee meeting, 11:45am 

  2 (Aug) – Christian Education meeting, 6:00pm 
 

 

The Upper Room 
 

All of the furniture has 

now been delivered for 

the upstairs room.  It 

was a great space for 

some of the VBS 

classes, even if the kids sat on the floor for most 

of the time!   
 

This space can be used for committee meetings, 

bible studies, and of course, Sunday School.  If 

you haven’t had a chance yet to see it completed, 

go check it out.   
 

Many thanks to all those who made this happen! 



 
June 15 

 
       Discussion topics included 
Monumental VBS and community 
outreach ideas,  
       A motion was made, seconded, 
and carried to: 

• approve having all offerings 

collected from this year’s VBS go 

to Seneca Hills Bible Camp. 

• approve RE Karen Parson’s report 

of the 42ndt Stated Meeting of the 

Presbytery of the Alleghenies at 

Bethany Presbyterian Church, 

Mercer, PA held May 7, 2022. 

• approve TE Patrick Keeley’s 

report of his study leave on May 

9-15, 2022. 

• approve proceeding with the 

proposal from Tiffany London to 

develop a church logo design. 

• approve for Mountville to operate 

the concession stand at the 

Kanzleiter’s auction Saturday, 

June 24, 2022 with the proceeds 

being donated to Mountville’s 

Seneca Hills Bible Camp 

scholarship fund. 

• accept all committee reports. 

• set the next regular stated 

meeting for Sunday, July 10, 

2022, at 12:00pm. 

  

 

Thank you to all who helped 

with VBS in any way – group 

leaders, station leaders, teen 

assistants, tech crew, 

greeters, snack donators, 

decorators, cleaners, prayer 

partners, and more.  A 

successful VBS takes a lot of 

people and effort, and it is all 

appreciated.  The kids had a 

Monumental week of music, 

games, science, and snacks 

while learning Bible stories 

that illustrate how amazing 

our God is.   

 

OUR GOD IS GREAT!   
OUR GOD IS AWESOME! 

 
 

   
 

 

  
 

 

  

  … people away 

from the gospel 

and back towards 

the law.  The 

warning for us is to 

be aware of our 

tendency to live under the law or rituals 

as ways to salvation.  We can live as 

people constantly burdened to earn 

peace with God.  Paul called this living 

as children of the slave woman (Hagar) 

and not as children of the promise from 

the free woman (Sarah). 

 

You can anticipate the reaction people 

would have to this idea concerning law.  

Most people would say without a proper 

focus on the law, people will do 

whatever and chaos would ensue within 

moments.  Paul’s second point is that 

the gospel not only removes us from 

slavery to sin but frees us to live in 

righteousness.  It gives us the desire to 

live rightly for God in our freedom.  

Notice freedom isn’t a gift to live just for 

our self-perspective or for self-

indulgence, but to live out truth in love 

for God and others.  That sounds good, 

but how can this happen in our lives 

except through the law?  Paul says the 

person that trusts in Jesus Christ has 

the Holy Spirit and lives freely in the 

Spirit.  This means they are secure in 

their salvation and delight to live out 

freely the truth of God by His Spirit.  In 

other words, freedom for the Christian 

looks different in two specific ways.  

First, it is an acknowledgement of our 

need, met by faith in Jesus, rather than 

a demand for our ways.  Second, 

freedom in Christ gives us the power of 

the Holy Spirit to live that new life 

selflessly for God and with love for 

others.  What a great freedom we have 

in Christ!  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Patrick 
 

~~                              ~~ 
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